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Environmental Public Health program accreditation 

 
 
Overview 

 

Universities wishing to have their Environmental Public Health (EPH) degree program accredited by the 
Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors Board of Certification (CIPHI BOC) must state their 
intentions, in writing, to the BOC.  Accreditations are granted for a period of up to five years and may be 
conditional or unconditional.  The process for accreditation differs slightly for a new program versus for 
a program looking to renew its accreditation, versus for an institution with an existing BOC accreditation 
that wishes to add new programming or substantially modify existing programming. All processes are 
explained below.   

 

Benefits to Accreditation 

 

Holding BOC-accreditation demonstrates that your institution has a strong commitment to the delivery 
of environmental public health programming.  Accreditation helps students ensure they are getting a 
peer-reviewed, high-quality education that will prepare them for work no matter where in Canada they 
find themselves living and working.  Accreditation also benefits employers as they can be secure in the 
knowledge their candidates graduating from accredited institutions are coming to them with an 
established baseline of knowledge that employers can rely upon.  

 

Environmental Public Health Educational Institutions seeking to renew accreditation 

 

At least once every five years BOC – accredited educational institutions undergo a comprehensive 
review of the Environmental Public Health programs by the BOC to ensure that these programs meet 
BOC accreditation requirements.  A panel of three BOC members is appointed to attend, in person, at 
the institution over a period of two full days to evaluate the program.  Prior to the onsite visit, the 
review committee communicates with a designated person at the institution to provide and obtain 
information pertinent to the review.   Ideally, communication between the institution and the review 
committee starts a year prior to the scheduled site visit as it will take time for the institution to gather 
and/or develop necessary information, and for the review committee to assess submissions.  Starting 
the communication and document gathering process as soon as possible allows the institution ample 
time prior to the onsite visit to revise and/or bolster submissions as necessary.   
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The Chair of the BOC review committee sends the designated individual(s) at the institution the 
following documents: 

• BOC Policy 1: Accreditation Requirements for Canadian Environmental Public Health Programs 

• BOC Policy 2: Curriculum Requirements of Board of Certification Accredited Programs 

• BOC Policy Appendix B: Criteria for the Orderly Review of CIPHI Board of Certification Accredited 
Programs 

• BOC Policy Appendix D: Professional Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 

• CIPHI BOC Program Review Components 

• CIPHI BOC Program Review Sample Site Visit Agenda 

• BOC Course Mapping spreadsheet - a tool to map program courses to CIPHIs' BOC instructional 
objectives 

• A copy of the institution’s most recent review report  

• BOC price chart (Note: the listed price is only for the review itself.  The institution shall also cover 
the travel, accommodation and meal expenses incurred by the review panel) 

• BOC Policy Appendix A: CIPHI Board of Certification Instructional Objectives, 2018 

The institution shall pay particular attention to the “Program Review Components” document, as it 
summarizes all the documentation the review team needs to receive and assess before their onsite visit. 

Prior to an onsite visit, the review committee will:  

• review the Instructional Objective course mapping matrix prepared by the school (this is a 
detailed account that outlines how the IOs are being taught and in which courses),  

• come to an agreement with the institution on the agenda that will be followed during the onsite 
visit,  

• review the most recent bi-annual school report to determine how many faculty members are 
BOC-certified,  

• request and review recent PAC and student council meeting minutes,  

• request and review course outlines/materials for a few randomly selected courses to ensure IOs 
stated to be taught in the class are being adequately covered, as applicable, 

• request information on how the institution addressed areas for improvement noted on the 
previous school review report,  

• obtain all other information not captured above that is listed in the “Program Review 
Components” document   

Once onsite, the review committee will carry out the review as per the previously agreed-upon agenda 
prepared by the institution.  There are a set of approved interview templates for each type of interview.  
Prior to each interview, the panel will read a preamble to the interviewees stating the purpose/intention 
behind the accreditation process.   

Following the onsite portion of the accreditation, the panel members will prepare a final report.  Once 
approved and signed by the BOC Chair, the report will be provided to the institution.   The BOC strives to 
have this report to the institution no later than six months after the onsite visit.  
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 New Institutions seeking accreditation 

 

The process for a new institution seeking accreditation is similar to the one described in the 
“Environmental Public Health Educational Institutions seeking to renew accreditation” section above but 
is more comprehensive at the outset.  Much more work will need to be done by the institution as well as 
the BOC (or a designated BOC subcommittee) to prepare, review, evaluate and approve course materials 
and content prior to scheduling an onsite visit.   

Additionally, the institution shall provide to the BOC a thorough report detailing how the program 
seeking accreditation will meet each of the criteria stipulated in the “BOC Policy Appendix B: Criteria for 
the Orderly Review of CIPHI Board of Certification Accredited Programs”.   

The Board or designated subcommittee will review the report to determine whether the institution and 
program meet the requirements of Appendix B.  If it is deemed that the program conforms to Appendix 
B, that IOs are being adequately covered, and that course materials are equivalent to those of other 
BOC-accredited institutions, a site visit will be arranged and carried out.  

 

Accredited institutions wishing to make changes to program structure 

 

A situation may arise where an accredited institution wishes to change their program structure.  For 
instance, an institution that only offers a 4-year degree program may wish to add a 2-year after-degree 
program to their offerings.  Similarly, an institution may wish to broaden their applicant intake by 
offering a collaborative program (also known as a blended program).  A collaborative program is a joint 
venture between an accredited institution and a non-accredited institution whereby the accredited 
institution may intake students into the EPH program and allow the student to use credits/courses 
obtained at a non-accredited institution towards their EPH degree at the accredited institution.     

The BOC needs to be notified of any program structure changes an institution intends to make and also 
needs to approve the proposed change by way of a formal review, as described in the “Environmental 
Public Health Educational Institutions seeking to renew accreditation”, prior to the institution 
implementing the structure change.  When conducting an onsite review at an institution for the purpose 
of approving a new program structure, the interview component must be comprised of interviews with 
faculty that will be directly involved in the delivery of the new structure, which may include the faculty 
from the non-accredited institutions, in the case of collaborative program approvals.  

Specific to collaborative programs, the “BOC Policy Appendix B: Criteria for the Orderly Review of CIPHI 
Board of Certification Accredited Programs” states what percentage of course materials can be taught at 
a non-accredited institution.   While it does not fall on the BOC to develop these collaborative programs, 
the BOC will certainly need to review course offerings at both institutions to ensure that IOs are being 
adequately addressed.  

 
To inquire about becoming a CIPHI BOC-accredited Environmental Public Health institution, and any 
questions can be submitted to: office@ciphi.ca  
 
Appendix K Price List  
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