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2025 CIPHI (ON) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA  
November 12, 2025 – Virtual 

1. Call to Order 
  

2. Assessment of Quorum 

  

3. Appointment of Officials  

3.1. Parliamentarian  

3.2. Sergeant-at-arms 

   

4. In Memoriam 
 

5. Approval of Agenda 

  

6. Review of Previous Minutes / Action Items October 21, 2024, AGM 

 

7. President's Report (Diplock) 

 

8. President-Elect Report (Heywood) 

  

9. Past President (Cannan) 

  

10. Secretary-Treasurer Report (Thorpe) 

   

11. Director Reports:  

11.1. Advocacy & Policy (Sekercioglu)  

11.2. Professional Development (Shorey)  

11.3. Strategic Communications and Partnership (Tabaco)  

11.4. Membership Support and Engagement (Badea) 

  

12. CIPHI Ontario Branch Working Group Updates 

  

13. BOC Report (Collins) 

  

14. CoPE Report (Stevens) 

 

15. Branch Historian (Vacant) 

  

16. Report of the Conference Chair (Diplock) 

  

17. Bids for Future Conferences 

  

18. Report of Scrutineers 

  

19. Retirement and Award Recipients   
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19.1 2023/2024 Retirements 

  

19.2 25 Year Pin Recipients 

  

19.3 50 Year Pin Recipients 

  

19.4 100% Membership 

  

19.5. Award of Merit  

 

19.6. Award of Excellence 

  

19.7. Outgoing Directors  

 

20. Acclaimed 2025/2026 OBEC Positions 

 

21. Anything Else for the Good of the Branch  

 

22. Adjournment 
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2024 CIPHI (ON) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES   
 

2024 CIPHI (ON) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  

October 21, 2024 – Conestoga College, Cambridge, Ontario  

Room 2A202 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm  

1. Call to Order  

Meeting called to order at 1:09 pm.  

 

2. Assessment of Quorum  

Quorum met with 21 members: 2 online and 19 in person.   

3. Appointment of Officials  

3.1. Parliamentarian  

Cameron Weighill appointed as Parliamentarian.  

3.2. Sergeant-at-arms  

Ray Ramdayal appointed as Sergeant-at-arms.  

4. In Memoriam  

• Carl Timothy (Tim) Bendig, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1943 – 2023)  

• David (Dave) Michael Bennitz, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1959 – 2024)  

• Kathryn (Kate) Mary Cassidy, CPHI(C) Retired ON (1954 – 2024)  

• James (Jim) Ernest Debenham, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (2023)  

• James Leonard Ford, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1939 – 2023)  

• Douglas (Doug) Ross Fralick, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1929 – 2024)  

• Judith (Judi) Myrtle Hishon, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1955 – 2024)  

• Donald (Don) Richard Hullah, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1948 – 2024)  

• Barbara (Barb) Jane Marshall, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1953 – 2024)  

• Allan (Al) David McDougall, CPHI(C) Regular, ON (1952 – 2024)  

• David (Dave) Alexander W. Stronach, CPHI(C) Retired, NS (formerly from ON) (1948 – 2023)  

• Eric Nesplick, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1945-2024)  

5. Approval of Agenda  

Approval of agenda. Kate added the Strategic Plan as item 12 in the agenda.   

Moved by Ralph Stanley  

Seconded by Abby Tabaco  

Carried. 

 
6. Minutes of November 7, 2023, AGM  

     Approval of the November 7, 2023, AGM Minutes.  

     Moved by Pamela Scharfe  
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Seconded by Breanna Badea  

Carried.  

7. President's Report (Cannan)  

• Looking forward to working with the new executive members and hopefully passing along some 

thoughtful insights.   

• Welcomed Paul Medeiros, our new liaison with the International Council on Food Safety (ICFS). 

• Marina Lee is our new BOC exam coordinator.  

• Last year’s conference, while being the first entirely virtual, was very successful. This proves that 

we can be flexible and innovative in meeting our members' requirements while still providing first-

class educational sessions.   

• The Ontario executive branch had its own face-to-face meeting on May 16-17 at the Novotel in 

North York.   

• Attended the ASPHIO face-to-face meeting on May 27 & 28th in Niagara Falls.  

• Completed our new strategic plan. It will be released shortly.   

• Became ONCA compliant with our bylaws. Thanks to those who supported the review.   

• Attended several student social events including Toronto MetropolitanUniversity’s Career Fair on 

Feb 7th, Conestoga College’s Career Fair on Jan 26th and their Awards Day on April 10th, 

TMU’s Pubs with Prof’s on March 7th, annual softball tourney in Peel region on June 8th, 

National Annual Educational  Conference was held in Regina, Saskatchewan on Sept 23rd to the 

25th,   ON Branch golf tournament co-hosted with CIPHI’s Charitable Division the EHFC and the 

CIPHI Retirees Advisory Committee in Whitby Sept. 8th , Conestoga College hosted annual 

curling bonspiel on Oct 19th at the KW Granite Club.  

8. President-Elects Report (Diplock)  

• Organizing the 2024 CIPHI Ontario Annual Educational Conference: 

o One of the critical responsibilities of my role as President-Elect is to spearhead the 

organization of the 2024 CIPHI Ontario Annual Educational Conference. 

• Ontario Strategic Plan Review and Development:   

o Working closely with the President, John Cannan, I helped organize the CIPHI Ontario 

strategic planning sessions, culminating in the new strategic plan for CIPHI Ontario, which will 

be shared before the conference. 

• Participating in the National Education Committee:   
o This role enables me to collaborate with professionals across Canada and share insights and 

best practices in public health inspection.  

• I am excited to contribute to the continued success of our organization and look forward to relaunching 
the CIPHI Ontario working groups and exploring increased opportunities for member engagement.  

9. Past President (Vacant)  



 

 

 

720 - 999 West Broadway      
        Vancouver, BC V5Z 1K5 

 office@ciphi.on.ca 

https://ciphi.ca/on/ 
Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors 
L’Institut canadien des inspecteurs en santé publique 

 
 

 

 
 

Health Protection: Cornerstone of Public Health 
Promotion et Protection de la Santé: Fondement de la Santé Publique 

6 

10. Secretary-Treasurer Report (Beath)   

Overview of the 2023 Year-End Financial Statement provided. Background information provided as to why 

a Review Engagement Report is recommended over an audit, as per discussions with our accountant and 

bookkeepers, MPS. Kate will work with OBEC during this transition period, as there were no candidates to 

take over the Secretary-Treasurer role.  

Motion to waive an annual audit of the 2023 Year-End Financial Statement and accept the Review 

Engagement Report submitted by the accountant for 2023.   

Moved by Kate Beath  

Seconded by Cameron Weighill  

Carried.  

Comment from Pamela Scharfe to consider implementing a motion to use ARK accounting for our 2024 

Financial Review under the recommendation of OBEC. Discussion from members that this practice is 

standard in other executives and committees.  

Motion that the Ontario Branch Executive recommends the hiring of ARK Accounting Tax and Professional 

Corporation to do the 2024 Financial Review.  

 

Moved by Pamela Scharfe  

Seconded by Cameron Weighill 

Carried.  

11.Councillor Reports:  

11.1. Advocacy & Policy (Sekercioglu)  

• The Ontario Branch supported the advocacy initiatives facilitated by the CIPHI’s national office.   

• The CIPHI has been working with Be The Change Group to develop, implement, and evaluate a 

marketing and advocacy strategy for the Institute and its members.  

• The CIPHI recruitment campaign was rolled out over the summer months. 

o The campaign targeted current and recently graduated post-secondary students with a 

science background, raises awareness of Environmental Public Health as an exciting and 

rewarding career path, and encourages further exploration of this field.   

• CIPHI AEC hosted the First Annual CIPHI Environmental Public Health Photography Contest.   

o The contest featured three submission categories, including Environmental Public Health 

Week (EPHW) with this year’s theme “Creating resilient communities through disaster risk 

reduction and climate change mitigation and adaptation."   

• Throughout the year, regular meetings were held with Ministry of Health representatives. Membership 

in ASPHIO and its subcommittees was maintained.  
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Comment from Cameron Weighill: Request to get information and resources from the National out to public 

health units in a timelier manner, preferably in August, even at the local level.  

Pamela Scharfe stated that an increase in member volunteers would help to facilitate.  

Comment from Cathy Egan: Has CIPHI made Environmental Public Health Week federally recognized?   

ACTION ITEM: John Cannan stated he believes it has happened but will connect with the CIPHI 

National President to confirm.  

Comment from Ray Ramdayal: Rather than getting caught up in determining a theme, focus on recognizing 

Environmental Public Health Week and addressing local needs.  

Comment from Lori Collins: Historically, CIPHI National would not allow individual themes, as they wanted a 

unified message across the province.  

ACTION ITEM: Ken Diplock to bring forward to CIPHI National the idea of focusing local needs on 

Environmental Public Health Week.  

11.2. Professional Development (McArthur)  

• The main goal for 2024 was to offer at least one professional development (PD) learning 

opportunity to public health inspectors in Ontario. With the help of PHO, we were able to pull 

together a fantastic agenda that included presentations from PHO, Health Canada, the Ministry of 

Health, and various public health units. The event was held on September 12th in Ajax, and we 

had a great turnout with 50 in-person attendees and 161 virtual attendees! A big thank you to all 

those involved!   

• Unfortunately, due to a lack of volunteers to present, the CIPHI Ontario Seminar Series was 

cancelled for the remainder of the year. Thank you to PHO for all their support during this 

endeavour.  

• I want to thank all the PDWG members, Alicia Rahim, Ritu Shah, Sandy Cao and the fantastic chair 

Marina Lee for all their hard work during my last year as councillor.  

11.3. Strategic Communications and Partnership (Tabaco)   

• Updated PowerPoint presentation template  

• Updated letterhead template  

• Updated signatures for emails for consistency  

• Focused on using social media platforms of Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn  

• Updated website with news, awards, documents, meeting minutes, and other resources  

• Collaborated with PD Working Group on the PSS Seminar and CIPHI ON AEC Steering 
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Committee for social media and communication plans.  

• 2025 Goals:  

o Reactivate/recruit for communications working group (CWG)  

o Increase awareness with CIPHI National for CIPHI and the profession.  • Develop a 

robust communication plan with CWG  

Comment from Pamela Scharfe – recommendation to obtain an archive copy of the old CIPHI ON 

website to support the Communication Councillor's work, as the website was quite robust. Pam also 

requested to be put in touch with the old webmaster (Chris Chan) and will work with the 

Communication Councillor to add to the CIPHI ON webpage.  

ACTION ITEM: John Cannan to connect Pam with Chris Chan.  

11.4. Membership Support and Engagement (Collins)  

• Coordination of CIPHI ON OPHS and By-law review – many volunteers supported this very 

important work 

• Through the support of Pam Scharfe, Ralph Stanley, and John Cannan, ensured former 50-

year membership award recipients received their awards  

• Slight increase in regular membership from 2023  

• Challenges:  

o Certified PHIs maintaining CIPHI membership  

o Obtaining applications for awards and bursaries  

• Goals for 2025:  
o Working with the new councillor to support a seamless transition!  

12. Strategic Plan  

• John Cannan provided a high-level overview of the new 2024 Strategic Plan. The whole plan will be 

released to the membership and put on the website shortly. Ken Diplock previously distributed a 2-

page summary to the membership.  

13.  CIPHI Ontario Branch Working Group Updates  

 Professional Development Working Group  

 Highlights:  

• Ran a successful Personal Service Setting Educational Day on September 12, 2024, in Ajax, ON  
o 31 in-person attendees  
o 19 presenters & helpers  
o 161 virtual registrants   
o From this educational day, we received four interested people who would like to volunteer on 

our committee  

Challenges:  

• Call out for PDWG members early 2024 with no applicants  
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• No presenter abstracts were submitted for the CIPHI Ontario Seminar Series with PHO, which led to 
putting this series on hold for now  

14. BOC Report (Rishi)  

• Marina Lee is the new exam coordinator  

• No report submitted by Lal Rishi  

15.CoPE Report (Hylton/Pons)  

• Debbie and Wendy are both outgoing representatives. Wendy will assist with the transition of the new 

rep. 

• Chantal Stevens from Peterborough Public Health is the new CoPE representative.  

16. Branch Historian (Vacant)  

 

17. Report of the Conference Chair (Diplock)  

• Registration:   
o 93 full registrants  
o 40 Daily  

• 20 sponsors and exhibitors  

• 22 student volunteers  

18. Bids for Future Conferences   

• None 

19. Report of Scrutineers  

• None  

20. Retirement and Award Recipients   

20.1. 2023/2024 Retirements  

o Teresa Clow – Leeds, Greenville and Lanark District Health Unit  

o Lisa Fortuna – Durham Region Health Department  

20.2. 25 Year Pin Recipients  

• Curt Monk  

• Chad Ikert  

• Mary Machnacky  

• Susan Sutherland  

• Shaun Mackie  

• Peter Heywood  
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• Kimberly McCann  

• Sendi Struna  

• Sandi Amorim-Daly  

20.3. 50 Year Pin Recipients  

• None. 

 
20.4. CIPHI ON Conference Bursary  

• No applicants. 

20.5. CIPHI ON National Conference Bursary  

• No applicants.  

20.6. CIPHI ON Student Conference Bursary  

• No applicants.  

20.7. 100% Membership  

• Ottawa Public Health  

• Niagara Region Public Health  

20.8. Award of Merit  

• Cathy Egan  

20.9. Award of Excellence  

• No nominations  

20.10. Dave Patterson Memorial BOC Bursary  

• Neha Gupta  

20.11. Outgoing Councillors  

The end of an era:  

o Kate Beath (Secretary - Treasurer)  
o Rachael McArthur (OBEC Councillor)  
o Lori Collins (OBEC Councillor)  

20.12. Services Rendered  

• Debbie Hylton (CoPE Rep)  

• Alicia Lowe-Downes (BOC Exam Coordinator)  



 

 

 

720 - 999 West Broadway      
        Vancouver, BC V5Z 1K5 

 office@ciphi.on.ca 

https://ciphi.ca/on/ 
Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors 
L’Institut canadien des inspecteurs en santé publique 

 
 

 

 
 

Health Protection: Cornerstone of Public Health 
Promotion et Protection de la Santé: Fondement de la Santé Publique 

11 

21. Acclaimed 2024/2026 OBEC Positions  

Breanna Badea and Jordan Shorey, as councillors to the Ontario Branch Executive Committee for 

the 2024-2026 term, have been acclaimed.  

No applicants for President-elect or Secretary-Treasurer. 

 
22. Anything Else for the Good of the Branch  

22.1. Bylaws  

Adoption of Revised Bylaws  

WHEREAS CIPHI Ontario Branch is committed to maintaining governance practices that are 

transparent, effective, and aligned with the needs of its membership.  

WHEREAS the CIPHI Ontario Branch has undertaken a comprehensive review of the 

existing bylaws with legal advice and input.  

WHEREAS the review and changes were conducted to bring the CIPHI Ontario Branch 

bylaws into compliance with the Ontario Not-For-Profit  

Corporations Act.  

WHEREAS the revised Bylaw 2 has been duly reviewed and discussed by members on 

September 4, 2024.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the membership of CIPHI  

Ontario Branch confirms the adoption of the revised bylaw, attached hereto as Appendix A (at 

the end of the minutes).  

Motion for membership adoption of the revised bylaws.  

Moved by Ken Diplock  

Seconded by John Cannan  

Carried.  

Articles of amendment – Charter for CIPHI Ontario revised bylaws to come into compliance 

with Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA) (see attached)  

Motion for membership adoption of the Articles of Amendment charter for CIPHI Ontario, reviewed 

by the bylaws to come into compliance with ONCA.  

Moved by Ken Diplock  
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Seconded by John Cannan  

Carried.  

Appointment of President and Past President under new ONCA-compliant bylaws 

Motion for Ken Diplock to step down as the President-Elect under the old bylaws and to be 

appointed as the CIPHI Ontario President under the new ONCA-compliant bylaws.  

Moved by Ray Ramadayal  

Seconded by Trent Jackson   

Carried.  

Motion for John Cannan to step down as the President under the old bylaws and to be appointed as 

the CIPHI Ontario Past President under the new ONCA-compliant bylaws.  

Moved by Ralph Stanley  

Seconded by Cameron Weighill  

Carried.  

22.2. Environmental Health Foundation of Canada  

• Pamela Scharfe provided an overview of all the good work conducted by the EHFC  

23. Adjournment  

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 pm  

Moved by Lori Collins  

Seconded by Kate Beath  

Carried. 
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In Memoriam 2025 
 

• Douglas (Doug) Baxter, CPHI(C), ON (1939 - 2025) 

• Richard Boehnke, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1941 - 2025) 

• Daniel (Dan) William Graham, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1949 - 2025) 

• Lawrence (Larry) Lychowyd, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1936 - 2025) 

• Howard Hugh Master, CPHI(C) Retired, USA (formerly ON) (1952 - 2024) 

• Paul McInnis, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1952 - 2025) 

• Matthew Roberts, CPHI(C), SK & ON (1996 - 2024) 

• Tim Worton, CPHI(C) Retired, ON (1949 - 2024) 

• John Cannan, CPHI(C), Retired, ON (1964 - 2025) 
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President’s Report  

CIPHI ON Branch 

I began my term as President of the CIPHI Ontario Branch following the 2024 Annual Educational Conference 

(AEC) at Conestoga College. In 2025, we welcomed several new members to the Branch Executive, thereby 

strengthening our leadership team and enhancing our capacity to serve members. I’m honoured to collaborate 

with our new executive members—Breanna Badea (Membership), Jordan Shorey (Professional Development), 

Shannon Thorpe (Secretary-Treasurer), and Peter Heywood (President-Elect)—alongside returning members 

John Cannan (Past-President), Fatih Sekercioglu (Advocacy & Policy), and Abby Tabaco (Communication & 

Partnership). Together, we continue to promote the public health profession and advocate for our members. 

Advocacy & Ministerial Engagement 

Advocacy remains a cornerstone of our work. I currently represent CIPHI ON in two key Ministerial working 

groups: 

● Public Health Inspector Workforce Capacity Working Group (Ministry of Health): Formed in 

response to the ASPHIO White Paper, this group aims to build a sustainable pipeline for PHIs—from 

education to workforce integration. 
● Non-Municipal Drinking Water Audit Implementation Work Group: Following the 2025 Auditor 

General’s Report, CIPHI ON and ASPHIO jointly advocated for improved safety measures. Our 

involvement ensures PHI perspectives are central to implementation efforts. 
CIPHI Board of Directors 

At the national level, the Board of Directors (BOD) has focused on updating CIPHI’s by-laws and operating 

policies to align with Canadian Not-for-Profit standards. During the National AEC in September, I proposed a 

Community of Practice (CoP) for students and recent graduates (within five years) from CIPHI-accredited 

schools. This initiative aims to: 

● Foster early engagement with CIPHI 

● Build awareness of our professional role 

● Develop future volunteers and leaders 

Our first goal is to launch an Annual Student Research Showcase, highlighting both academic and field-

based contributions. 

CIPHI Ontario Annual Educational Conference 

Planning the CIPHI Ontario AEC has been a significant focus. In spring 2025, the Branch Executive approved 

the formation of a Provincial Conference Planning Committee. Members will serve 2–3-year terms, 

supporting AEC planning with assistance from host agencies and the CIPHI office. This structure mirrors CIPHI 

about:blank
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/audits/en2025/AR-PA_drinkingwater_en25.html
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/annualreports/audits/en2025/AR-PA_drinkingwater_en25.html
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National’s approach and aims to reduce the burden on individual health units interested in co-hosting future 

conferences. 

Due to timing and the new committee’s formation, the 2025 AEC was held virtually. Looking ahead, we’re 

excited to announce that Toronto Metropolitan University will co-host the 2026 CIPHI Ontario AEC in 

October. If you are interested in co-hosting a future CIPHI Ontario AEC, please get in touch with any of the 

Ontario Branch Executive members.  

As we reflect on the past year, I want to thank our members for your continued dedication to public health and 

your support of CIPHI Ontario. Your engagement drives our advocacy, education, and professional 

development efforts. We remain committed to representing your interests, strengthening our profession, and 

creating meaningful opportunities for connection and growth. I encourage you to get involved, share your 

ideas, and help shape the future of our branch. Together, we are building a stronger, more resilient public 

health community. 

Respectfully Submitted by,  

Ken Diplock 

President, CIPHI Ontario Branch 

president@ciphi.on.ca  

  

mailto:president@ciphi.on.ca
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President-Elect Report  

Introduction 

As your President-Elect, I am pleased to provide this update on my activities and contributions to the Ontario 

Branch and the broader CIPHI national community. Over the past months, I have worked to advance our 

branch’s interests at both the provincial and national levels, supporting our mandate to promote excellence in 

environmental public health. 

National Education Committee 

I have actively participated in the National CIPHI Education Committee, representing Ontario and ensuring our 

province’s expertise is reflected in national continuing education efforts. This year, I contributed by recruiting 

speakers from Ontario and supporting the committee’s mandate to deliver high-quality educational content for 

public health professionals across Canada. Our collaborative work has resulted in a diverse slate of 

presentations and panel discussions, including sessions on mass catering and central kitchens presented by 

Adrianna DeCorso and Paul Medeiros of the Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health, and by Bill Williams of 

B4 Group on the micro-steps to tap into an endless well of energy.  

Support for the National Board 

In addition to my committee work, I have supported the Branch President at the national level by attending 

National Board meetings. These meetings have provided valuable opportunities to advocate for Ontario’s 

interests, share insights from our branch, support the national mandate and contribute to national policy 

discussions. I have also been involved in reviewing and providing feedback on the proposed Branch Affiliation 

Agreement, ensuring that the Ontario Branch’s autonomy is respected while aligning with CIPHI National’s 

mission and policies. 

Conference Agreement Task 

One of my key tasks this term is supporting the drafting of a national conference agreement template for the 

National Board's use. This agreement aims to clarify roles, responsibilities, and expectations for future 

conferences, ensuring consistency and transparency across Canada. I will work closely with national 

leadership to review and refine the draft, addressing operational standards for the design, planning, and 

delivery of the Annual Education National Conference.  

Planning the 83rd Provincial Conference 

I am also actively involved in planning the 83rd CIPHI Ontario Branch Annual Educational Conference, 

scheduled for November 12–13, 2025. This year’s conference will be held virtually, with recorded sessions 

available for registered delegates. The theme, “Stories for the Field: Case Studies and Community Impact,” 

reflects our commitment to showcasing innovative work and community initiatives from across Ontario. The 

program features keynote speakers, interactive workshops, and networking opportunities designed to inspire 

and connect public health inspectors at all stages of their careers. 
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Looking Ahead 

As we move forward, I remain committed to supporting our branch’s strategic priorities, supporting and 

promoting the National mandate, fostering collaboration, and supporting the professional development of our 

members. I encourage all members to participate in upcoming events, share their feedback, and consider 

joining branch committees or taking on executive roles. Together, we can continue to advance the profession 

and protect Ontarians' health. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and engagement. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Peter Heywood 

President-Elect, CIPHI Ontario Branch 

pres-elect@ciphi.on.ca  

 

  

mailto:pres-elect@ciphi.on.ca
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Secretary-Treasurer Report  

I’m honoured to step into the role of Secretary-Treasurer with the CIPHI Ontario Branch of the Executive 

Committee as of March 2025. As I take on this responsibility, my goal is to continue upholding the high 

standards of professionalism and transparency that are essential to this position.   

I am pretty early in my Public Health career, and I’m excited to bring fresh energy and a strong commitment to 

upholding CIPHI and professional standards in this important role. I intend to work closely with our 

bookkeepers and other OBEC members to ensure we maintain a conservative spending strategy, focusing on 

priorities we deem necessary to support our Ontario Branch members.   

In line with our values of transparency and accountability, all of our spending and activities are available for 

members' review. OBEC encourages ongoing idea-sharing and values contributions from all members. We are 

always available to answer questions and provide clarity about OBEC work and how it benefits Public Health 

Professionals. 

I hope to provide meaningful contributions to CIPHI and the Public Health profession through this work. I look 

forward to serving with integrity and dedication into 2026 and beyond.     

Respectfully submitted by,  

Shannon Thorpe 

Secretary-Treasurer, CIPHI Ontario Branch  

treasurer@ciphi.on.ca  

  

mailto:treasurer@ciphi.on.ca


 

 

 

720 - 999 West Broadway      
        Vancouver, BC V5Z 1K5 

 office@ciphi.on.ca 

https://ciphi.ca/on/ 
Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors 
L’Institut canadien des inspecteurs en santé publique 

 
 

 

 
 

Health Protection: Cornerstone of Public Health 
Promotion et Protection de la Santé: Fondement de la Santé Publique 

19 

Advocacy and Policy Director Report  

Ontario Branch supported the advocacy initiatives facilitated by the CIPHI’s national office. The Advocacy 

Councillor worked with the CIPHI advocacy group to prepare the national membership survey and analyze the 

results.  Almost 300 participants provided valuable insights and emphasized the importance of advocacy 

efforts at both the national and provincial levels.  

The CIPHI Advocacy Committee shared with members, employees, and partners the various social media 

assets created for Environmental Public Health Week, which runs from September 22-28, 2025. The 

committee adopted a theme chosen by the International Federation of Environmental Health: "Clean Air, 

Healthy People" to focus on the various program areas. Environmental Public Health Professionals are 

involved in contributing to healthy communities through disaster risk reduction, climate change mitigation, and 

adaptation."  

Throughout the year, regular working meetings were held with Ministry of Health representatives to focus on 

the PHI Workforce Capacity. Membership in ASPHIO and its subcommittees was maintained.   

Respectfully submitted by,  

Fatih Sekercioglu  

CIPHI Ontario Branch Policy & Advocacy Director 

advocacy@ciphi.on.ca  

  

mailto:advocacy@ciphi.on.ca
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Professional Development Director Report  

2025 marked my first year serving as a Director with the CIPHI Ontario Branch, and it’s been an enriching 

experience. As the Professional Development Director, I’ve gained valuable insights, and I’m deeply grateful to 

everyone who has supported me in this role. 

This year, the Professional Development Working Group (PDWG) welcomed six new members: Emily Gillies, 

Hilary Croft, Jasmyn Jaynes, Olivia Rocha, Sahibpal Singh, and Sara Soubra. We were also thrilled to have 

Sandy Cao rejoin the team and take on a co-chairing role, bringing her experience and leadership back to the 

group. 

The PDWG, in collaboration with York Region, Public Health Ontario, Walkerton Clean Water Centre, and the 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, successfully hosted a dynamic two-day workshop on 

blue-green algae on June 10 and June 12, 2025. The workshop included a 90-minute session per day packed 

with valuable insights and featured presentations from the British Columbia Centre for Disease Control, the 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the Ontario Ministry of Health, Public Health Ontario, the 

Walkerton Clean Water Centre, and various Public Health Units. The virtual event drew over 100 attendees 

each day.  

The PDWG has reviewed the CIPHI National Membership Survey, incorporated feedback into the 2026 

professional development planning, and is looking to improve future projects in 2026. I’m excited to continue 

serving as Professional Development Director for another year, and I’m grateful for the ongoing support from 

my employer, Lakelands Public Health.  

 

Respectfully submitted by,  

 

Jordan Shorey 

Professional Development Director, CIPHI Ontario Branch  

professional@ciphi.on.ca  

  

mailto:professional@ciphi.on.ca
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Strategic Communications and Partnership Director Report  

Hello CIPHI Ontario Branch Members, 

I’m Abby, your Communication and Partnership Director. 2025 has been an exciting and productive year for 

our branch, marked by the revival of several working groups that had previously paused activities. One of the 

highlights for me has been the reactivation of the Communication Working Group (CWG), which has taken on 

the ambitious task of relaunching the branch newsletter. This newsletter will serve as a concise recap of 

branch activities, spotlight member achievements, and share upcoming opportunities to stay engaged. The 

newsletter is expected to be released by the end of the year. 

In addition to the newsletter, the CWG has been actively supporting the Conference Working Group by 

coordinating social media campaigns to boost visibility and engagement for this year’s virtual conference. This 

collaboration has helped amplify our outreach and foster stronger connections across the membership. 

We also had the opportunity to collaborate with CIPHI National Communications and Social Media teams to 

support the promotion of Environmental Public Health Week. This joint effort helped elevate awareness and 

engagement across platforms, and I look forward to continuing this partnership on future national initiatives. 

Beyond CWG efforts, I’ve continued to streamline and support initiatives led by other directors. This includes 

assisting the Professional Development Group with communications and logistics, and helping with 

membership engagement efforts, such as callouts and targeted outreach to encourage participation and 

renewals.  

Another key achievement this year was securing approval and funding for a Canva Pro account. This tool has 

been invaluable in streamlining our visual branding, allowing us to produce consistent, professional-quality 

graphics for newsletters, social media, and event promotions. 

Looking Ahead: Goals and Initiatives for 2026 

As we prepare for the upcoming year, the Communication and Partnership portfolio will focus on the following 

key initiatives: 

● Newsletter Expansion: Evolve the newsletter into a more dynamic publication featuring member 

spotlights, interviews, thematic articles, and interactive content aligned with OBEC’s strategic priorities. 

● Communication Engagement Strategy: Develop a comprehensive social media and digital outreach 

plan with CWG to increase member engagement, highlight branch activities, and attract new 

audiences. 

● Website Enhancement: Continue refining the branch website with updated content, improved 

functionality, and member-driven features such as event calendars, resource libraries, and feedback 

forms. 

● Partnership Development: Explore opportunities to collaborate with external organizations and 

stakeholders to enhance visibility and create value-added opportunities for members. 
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● Branding Toolkit: Create a shared branding toolkit using Canva Pro to ensure all branch 

communications maintain a cohesive and professional look. 

I’m excited to continue building momentum through strategic communications and collaborative partnerships 

that strengthen our branch and its impact. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Abby Tabaco 

Communication and Partnership Director, CIPHI Ontario Branch 

communication.partnership@ciphi.on.ca   

mailto:communication.partnership@ciphi.on.ca
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Membership Support and Engagement Director Report  

Since joining the Ontario Branch Executive Committee in 2024, I have had the fortunate opportunity to engage 

with both active members and non-members in various settings. Through these interactions, I've worked to 

foster connections and strengthen our existing membership base. 

Moving forward, we aim to continue delivering valuable services to our members, including conferences and 

the promotion of learning opportunities. We also plan to develop new strategies for widespread engagement 

with active members, ultimately increasing visibility of our diverse skills and designation in public-facing media.  

Relationship Cultivation 

On behalf of CIPHI Ontario, I, along with other members of the Ontario Executive Committee, attended 

professional networking events. Participating in events of this nature helps raise public awareness of our 

profession and the CIPHI designation, encouraging more individuals to consider a career in our field.  

1. Pre-Med Networking in Healthcare Event, organized by the Toronto Metropolitan University Premedical 

Society - March 18, 2025 

2. Career Pathways: Guelph Wellington, organized by the Career Education Council - April 17, 2025 

Volunteers 

We are pleased to announce that our working groups have resumed. We’ve extended eligibility to all active 

members, rather than limiting recruitment to ‘regular’ membership only. 

Additionally, a new group has been formed to assist with conference planning. This will streamline 

contributions from our general membership. By leveraging existing connections with organizations like 

EventMobi, we aim to deliver high-quality conferences without overcommitting our volunteer members' time.  

Thank you to all the new members who have joined working groups in 2025. At this time, volunteerism within 

each working group is as follows; 

- Professional Development Working Group: 7 Members, 1 Co-Chair 

- Communications and Partnership Working Group: 2 Members, 1 Chair 

- Membership Support and Engagement Working Group: 0 Members 

- Environmental Public Health Practice Review Working Group: 4 Members 

- CIPHI Ontario Conference Planning Working Group: 3 Members and CIPHI OBEC 

 

We continue to face challenges with recruiting members for working groups. In the upcoming year, we will 

place extra attention on both retention and recruitment efforts. Ensuring that practicing PHIs maintain 

membership with the Institute remains a provincial priority for CIPHI.    
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OBEC Representatives 

We are beginning recruitment for OBEC directors for the 2026-2028 term. These are two-year volunteer 

positions, with current members nearing the end of their staggered terms. 

We are seeing enthusiastic volunteers for the following opportunities; 

- Communications and Partnership Director: Currently held by Abby Tabaco 

- Policy and Advocacy Director: Currently held by Fatih Sekercioglu 

- Secretary Treasurer: Currently held by Shannon Thorpe 

- Branch Historian: This position is currently vacant 

 

Incoming Directors will be announced during the AGM portion of the upcoming virtual Ontario Branch 

conference if applications are received by the initial posting closing date. 

Donations 

We’re pleased to inform you that earlier this year, a motion was passed to donate to the Thomas Tenakate 

Memorial Award, organized by Toronto Metropolitan University. The Ontario Branch Executive Council is proud 

to recognize the esteemed contributions of colleagues in public health. We are also fortunate to support this 

award, which honours Dr. Tenakate and fosters future academic excellence.  

Awards, Bursaries and Membership Milestones 

Awards and Bursaries 

We are pleased to announce that award and bursary applicants and recipients will be recognized at the 

upcoming virtual Ontario Branch conference. The announcements will take place during the awards luncheon 

and AGM.  

Membership Milestones 

We want to extend our warmest congratulations to the following individuals who are celebrating significant 

milestones in 2025. Thank you for your continued dedication and commitment to public health.

 

25-Year Members (Pending confirmation): 

Christopher Beveridge 

Shawn Faris 

Abimbola Forde 

Lisa Penney-Taylor 

Danielle Steinman 
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50-Year Members (Pending confirmation):

David Dodgson 

Pamela Scharfe 

Douglas Walker 

 

Teamwork is essential for effectively serving our members. Your suggestions and comments are always 
welcome as we strive to improve - please get in touch with us regarding membership and engagement 
matters at ‘memberhsip@ciphi.on.ca’. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Breanna Badea, BEPH, CPHI(C),  
Membership Support and Engagement Director,  CIPHI Ontario Branch 
membership@ciphi.on.ca       

mailto:membership@ciphi.on.ca

