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I. Purpose 
The Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors (CIPHI) recognizes climate change as one of the most 
significant environmental public health challenges facing Canada. Climate change affects the fundamental 
determinants of health through rising temperatures, extreme weather events, wildfires, droughts, flooding, 
changes in food and water security, degraded air quality, and the emergence and spread of infectious 
diseases. These impacts place growing demands on public health systems and require coordinated, 
evidence-informed action.Preventing climate-related environmental health risks is more effective and 
equitable than responding to their consequences.  
 
Consistent with CIPHI's mission to represent and unite Environmental Public Health Professionals (EPHPs), 
advance the profession through certification, advocacy, education, and professional competencies, and 
protect the health of all Canadians, CIPHI supports actions that strengthen community resilience, reduce 
environmental health risks, and promote sustainable and equitable public health outcomes.  
 
II. Background 
Environmental Public Health Professionals work at the intersection of people, health, and the environment. 
Through their responsibilities in food safety, drinking water protection, emergency preparedness and 
response, communicable disease control, healthy built environments, environmental exposure assessment, 
public education, and regulatory enforcement, EPHPs are uniquely positioned to identify, assess, 
communicate, and mitigate climate-related health risks. 
 
Climate change has direct and indirect impacts on environmental public health, including: 

●​ More frequent and severe extreme heat events. 
●​ Reduced air quality due to wildfire smoke and other environmental factors. 
●​ Increased risk of flooding, drought, and infrastructure disruptions affecting water and wastewater 

systems. 
●​ Emerging and expanding vector-borne and zoonotic diseases. 
●​ Threats to food systems and food security. 
●​ Disproportionate impacts on vulnerable and underserved populations, including Indigenous, 

northern, remote, and low-income communities. 
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Climate resilience and adaptation are therefore essential components of modern environmental public 
health practice. 
 
III. CIPHI Position 
CIPHI affirms that: 

1.​ Climate change is a public health issue that requires proactive action across all levels of society. 
2.​ EPHPs play a critical role in protecting communities from climate-related environmental health risks. 
3.​ Evidence-based adaptation, mitigation, preparedness, and response strategies are necessary to 

reduce the health impacts of climate change. 
4.​ Climate-related health risks disproportionately affect historically, systemically, and persistently 

marginalized communities, including those facing social, economic, geographic, and health 
vulnerabilities. 

5.​ Strong environmental public health systems, skilled professionals, and resilient infrastructure are 
essential to protecting public health in a changing climate. 

6.​ Collaboration among governments, Indigenous communities, public health organizations, academic 
institutions, industry, and communities is necessary to achieve effective and sustainable solutions. 

 
IV. The Role of Environmental Public Health Professionals 
CIPHI recognizes Environmental Public Health Professionals as key contributors to climate resilience 
through: 
 
Risk Assessment and Surveillance 

●​ Identifying environmental hazards associated with climate change. 
●​ Monitoring emerging public health risks. 
●​ Assessing community vulnerabilities and health impacts. 

 
Emergency Preparedness and Response 

●​ Supporting planning for extreme weather events, wildfires, flooding, droughts, and infrastructure 
failures. 

●​ Participating in emergency operations and incident management. 
●​ Helping communities prepare for, respond to, and recover from climate-related emergencies. 

 
Water Protection 

●​ Safeguarding drinking water quality and safety. 
●​ Supporting climate-resilient water and wastewater systems. 
●​ Addressing environmental risks associated with source water protection and water scarcity. 
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Food Safety and Food Systems 
●​ Assessing climate-related impacts on food production, distribution, and food safety. 
●​ Supporting public health measures that protect safe and secure food supplies. 
●​ Promoting risk-based approaches to emerging food safety challenges. 

 
Health Promotion and Risk Communication 

●​ Communicating environmental health risks clearly and effectively. 
●​ Supporting public awareness and community resilience initiatives. 
●​ Promoting evidence-informed decision making among stakeholders and the public. 

 
Healthy and Sustainable Communities 

●​ Supporting policies and practices that improve environmental quality and community health. 
●​ Contributing environmental health expertise to land-use planning, housing, transportation, and built 

environment initiatives. 
●​ Advocating for measures that provide both health and climate benefits. 

 
V. CIPHI Commitments 
To support effective climate action, CIPHI commits to: 
 
1. Advancing Professional Competencies 

●​ Supporting climate-related education, training, and continuing professional development, through 
partnering with reputable agencies including the National Collaborating Centre for Environmental 
Health (NCCEH). 

●​ Promoting competencies that strengthen climate adaptation, risk assessment, emergency 
management, and environmental health leadership. 

●​ Encouraging knowledge sharing across jurisdictions and disciplines. 
 
2. Supporting Evidence-Informed Practice 

●​ Promoting the use of scientific evidence and best practices in climate-related environmental public 
health decision making. 

●​ Encouraging and participating in research and innovation that advances climate resilience and 
health protection. 

●​ Supporting the translation of emerging evidence into professional practice. 
 
3. Strengthening Public Health Resilience 

●​ Advocating for investments in environmental public health capacity and infrastructure. 
●​ Supporting the integration of environmental public health expertise into climate policy and planning. 
●​ Promoting preparedness for climate-related environmental health emergencies. 
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4. Advancing Equity and Inclusion 
●​ Recognizing that climate change disproportionately impacts certain populations and communities. 
●​ Supporting approaches that prioritize equity, accessibility, and community resilience. 
●​ Respecting Indigenous knowledge, rights, and leadership in climate and environmental health 

initiatives. 
 
5. Collaborating for Action 

●​ Partnering with governments, public health organizations, Indigenous communities, academic 
institutions, and environmental health organizations. 

●​ Supporting national and international efforts that address climate-related public health risks. 
●​ Contributing environmental public health expertise to multidisciplinary climate solutions. 

 
VI. Calls to Action 
Governments 

●​ Integrate environmental public health expertise into climate adaptation and mitigation planning. 
●​ Invest in resilient public health, water, wastewater, food, and emergency management systems. 
●​ Support community-based climate resilience initiatives. 
●​ Develop climate policies that incorporate health impact considerations and environmental public 

health expertise from planning through implementation.  
 
Public Health Organizations 

●​ Strengthen climate and health surveillance, preparedness, and response programs. 
●​ Expand professional education and workforce development related to climate change. 
●​ Incorporate climate considerations into public health planning and policy development. 

 
Employers and Industry 

●​ Adopt practices that reduce environmental health risks and strengthen resilience. 
●​ Support workplace preparedness for climate-related hazards. 
●​ Collaborate with environmental public health professionals to address emerging risks. 

 
Educational Institutions 

●​ Incorporate climate and health competencies into environmental public health curricula. 
●​ Support applied research and experiential learning opportunities focused on climate resilience. 

 
Environmental Public Health Professionals 

●​ Continue leading, educating, innovating, and advocating for evidence-informed solutions. 
●​ Integrate climate considerations into routine environmental public health practice. 
●​ Support communities in preparing for and responding to climate-related environmental health risks. 
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VII. Conclusion 
Climate change presents complex and evolving challenges to environmental public health. Environmental 
Public Health Professionals are uniquely positioned to protect communities, strengthen resilience, and 
support informed decision making in the face of these challenges. 
CIPHI believes that protecting the health of all Canadians requires collaborative climate action grounded in 
science, public health principles, sustainability, equity, and resilience. Through leadership, advocacy, 
education, certification, and professional excellence, CIPHI will continue to support Environmental Public 
Health Professionals in addressing the environmental health impacts of climate change and safeguarding 
the health of current and future generations.  
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